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Glossary 
 

Saudi-led Coalition Includes Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Morocco, Jordan, Sudan,  
the United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, and Bahrain. 

AQAP Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
GoY Government of Yemen 

 STC Southern Transition Council 
 WFP World Food Programme 
 UAE United Arab Emirates 
 UN United Nations 
 UNOCHA UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
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This document is for the use of the Japan Platform and its 
member agencies. This document must not be distributed 
further without the consent of the JPF Security Advisor. 
 

Sources of information include, but not exclusive, Al 
Monitor, Al Jazeerah, Red Cross International, Relief Web, 
WHO, International Crisis Group and websites including, 
Institute for the Study of War, Chatham House, Human 
Rights Watch, Al Jazeera, Critical Threats, Risk 
Intelligence, Guardian, BBC, France 24 
 

In the text when ‘Comment: …’ appears in italics and the 
subsequent text is also in italics, this information is not 
fact, but the opinion of the author. 
 

Disclaimer: The aim of this document is to give 
information, make analytical comment and give advice. 
Japan Platform is not responsible for any actions taken by 
the reader. 
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1. Military and Political Developments Map source: RiskIntelligence https://twitter.com/riskstaff 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

UN PEACE EFFORTS 
The UN’s special envoy, Martin Griffiths, had arranged for an all parties peace consultations in 
Geneva on 6 Sept 2018. However, the Houthi contingent failed to attend due to the following 3 key 
demands not being met: 

 The transport of wounded rebels to Oman. 
 The repatriation of those who had already received treatment there 
 A guarantee that the Houthi delegation would be allowed to return to Sanaa from 

Geneva. 
Griffiths continued to peruse talks with all sides, notably returning to Sana’a on the 16 Sept to meet 
the Houthi leadership. In addition to trying to organise another peace consultation in Geneva, talks 
include the reopening of Sana’a airport to commercial traffic in October, prisoner release, and the 
payment of salaries to government employees. 
Comment: In recent interviews Griffiths is positive about a Geneva meeting with all sides. 

UAE-LED OFFENSIVE ON AL HUDAYDAH 
Intense fighting continued in Hudaydah 
governorate through the first half of 
September, escalating significantly after 
the failed peace consultations on 6 Sept 
2018 with a resumption in the offensive on 
Hudaydah city. UAE-led forces made 
significant advances, cutting the main 
road linking Hudaydah to Sana'a. By 18 
Sept, they had taken new territory to the 
East of Hudaydah city, partially capturing 
3 important road junctions on the route 
linking Hudaydah and Sana'a. However, 
the UAE-led forces only made limited 
advances into the southern suburbs of the 
city. Reportedly, a large WFP storage 
facility based in the Red Sea Mill, containing 
4500 metric tons of food - enough to feed 3.5 million people for one month, was shelled on 8 Sept. 
On the same day up to 35 civilians were killed or wounded when a bus depot was struck in either 
an airstrike or by shelling. On 14 Sept, the WFP reported one of its warehouses had also been 
mortared. 
 

Comment: The targeting of civilians, civilian infrastructure, medical facilities, and humanitarian 
facilities is becoming a common feature of the conflict. It is most likely that the WFP would have 
informed all sides in the conflict the location of their facilities. The above incidents reinforce the 
view that the targeting is a deliberate strategy. 
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DIVISION IN TAIZ 
The GoY control much of Taiz city, whilst the governorate is mostly in the hands of the Houthis. 
However, there is little cohesion amongst the armed elements in the city supporting the 
government. Several armed groups and regular army units are fighting the Houthis and 
themselves in the city. The armed groups have diverging political allegiances and varying degrees 
of connection with different units in the GoY military. This power dynamic has resulted in regular 
violent clashes, as these actors compete for influence, revenue and territory. Tax collection and 
extortion of local businesses are one of the main sources of funding. In recent months there were 
violent clashes between the Salafist Abu Abbas brigades and Islah-affiliated units. However, 
security measures taken by President Hadi and Governor Amin Mahmoud were moderately 
successful in resolving hostilities and implementing further security reforms. 
Comment: It is hoped that these measures will improve humanitarian access to Taiz which has 
been notoriously difficult due to the extortionate activities of the armed groups. 

SOUTHERN PROTESTS AND RIOTS 
In Sept 2018 protests took place across 
Aden, and spread to other southern 
governorates such as Lahaj, Abyan and A-
Dhali’. The reasons for the popular civil 
unrest was the decline of the Yemeni 
Riyal and the subsequent rise in prices, 
and the lack of basic public services. 
Comment: Whilst it appears the protests 
were originally a popular response, the 
situation was soon exploited by political 
groups, notably the separatists Southern 
Transition Council (STC) who continued 
to organise protests into October. 

THE DEVALUATION OF THE YEMENI RIYAL 
The Yemeni Riyal has declined steeply against the USD throughout 2018. In Jan 2018, 1 USD 
bought 380 YR, on 2 Sept it was 620 YR.  Because of the war it is difficult for the Government of 
Yemen (GoY) to halt the decline due to its inability to implement effective monetary policy, the 
devastation of the local economy and the lack of enough foreign exchange revenue to 
strengthen the Riyal’s position. 
Over 80% of Yemen’s food needs are imported and UNOCHA report the prices of basic 
commodities have increased by at least 10%. Many businesses and retailers have closed or 
started to only accept foreign currency. UNOCHA also estimates that the recent depreciation 
could lead to a further 3.5 million Yemenis becoming food insecure adding to the 8.4 million 
who are already in this category. 
At the start of Oct, one US Dollar bought 800 YR and the Government of Saudi Arabia injected 
200 million USD into Yemen's Central Bank to build reserves and stop the Riyal’s decline. 

SAUDI COALITION AIRSTRIKES – In the first 2 weeks of Sept 2018, the Saudi 
coalition carried out approx. 36 airstrikes, of which 21 reportedly caused 
civilian casualties. Comment: Despite international criticism of the high 
civilian casualty count, a change in Saudi targeting policy is not expected. 

ACTIVE FRONTS 
In addition to fighting in Hudaydah and on the 
corridor held by the UAE-led ground forces south 
of the city, in Sept 2018 fighting also took place in 
the governorates: 

 al Bayda 

 Lahaj 

 Taiz 

 Marib 

 Hajjah 

 Sa’dah 

 al Jawf. 
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